
LICENSING AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COMMITTEE

11th March 2019

Present: Councillor Simon Cronin in the Chair

Councillors Griffiths, Hodges (in place of 
Councillor Stalker), Mrs L. Hodgson, Jones, 
Knight (Vice-Chairman), J. Squires, 
Stafford and Udall

Officers:        Lloyd Griffiths, Corporate Director – Homes
                      and Communities
                      Niall McMenamin, Senior Practitioner
                      (Licensing)
                      Vanessa Brown, Solicitor

Apologies: Councillor Stalker

40 Declarations of Interest 

None.

41 Public Representations 

None.

42 Minutes 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd January 2019 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Matters Arising:

Minute 36 – Minutes (Matters Arising)

It was asked if the press release was sent out to the Taxi Trade to keep them 
informed about progress on the Vehicle Livery and Branding.  The Corporate 
Director - Homes and Communities agreed to follow this up as he was not aware 
that it had.

As there had been no reference made to this on the agenda Members asked for an 
update on the 2027 Vision.  The Corporate Director – Homes and Communities 
stated that this was new for the 2019/20 Environment Committee Performance 
Scorecard – Development of Taxi Strategy for the City.  He confirmed that 
conversations were being held and discussions were taking place on how to take 
this forward.

Minute 38 – Task and Finish Group (Air Quality) – Review of Measures to Improve 
Air Quality

The Chairman reported that the Corporate Director – Homes and Communities 
would be providing the Committee with updates as and when they arise.
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43 Licensing Act 2003 - Review of Statement of Licensing Policy 

The Committee considered a report on the review of the Statement of Licensing 
Policy.

In accordance with the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003 the Council were 
required to determine and publish a Statement of Licensing Policy at least every 
five years.  The current Statement of Licensing Policy took effect in 2014.

Members were asked to consider and approve the revised draft Statement Policy 
attached as Appendix 1 to the report for the purpose of consultation with relevant 
stakeholders.  The results of the consultation would then be brought back to the 
Committee for consideration before the draft Statement of Licensing Policy was 
finalised for approval.

The Senior Practitioner (Licensing) drew the Committee’s attention to the draft 
Statement of Licensing Policy and informed Members that changes that had been 
made were shown in red and were either additions/amendments to the Policy.  
Additional items added to this Policy included the following:

Personal Licences – New Applications
Personal Licences – Suspension and Revocation
Immigration Act 2016 – Entitlement to Work
Late Night Refreshment – Local Powers to Deregulate

The Senior Practitioner (Licensing) responded to questions from Members in 
particular around the Immigration Act and Sexual Entertainment Venues.  It was 
also asked if the University of Worcester and other education establishments could 
be included on the map shown on page 15 of the Policy.

The Committee agreed the revised draft Statement of Licensing Policy, as 
amended, for the purpose of consultation with relevant parties.

RESOLVED: That the Committee approve the revised draft Statement of 
Licensing Policy as shown at Appendix 1 for the purpose of consultation 
with relevant parties.

44 Licensing Act 2003 - Cumulative Impact Policy Review 

The Committee considered a report on the Cumulative Impact Policy review.

Members were being asked to note changes in legislation effecting the Council’s 
special policy on Cumulative Impact, contained within the Council’s Statement of 
Licensing Policy. 

Worcester City Council had included a special policy of Cumulative Impact within 
its Statement of Licensing Policy since 2005.  A copy of the current special policy, 
contained within the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 2014-2019, was 
attached as Appendix 1 to the report.

In 2014 the special policy of Cumulative Impact was reviewed as part of the 
Statement of Licensing Policy review, this was undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements of the Act.  
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Having considered further evidence presented by the police the Committee made 
the decision to continue to include the special policy of Cumulative Impact within 
its Statement of Licensing Policy, in doing so Members extended the area covered 
by the Policy at the request of the police.

Having noted the changes in legislation affecting the policy, the preferred option 
was for Members to direct Officers to undertake further work in relation to 
reviewing the current Cumulative Impact Policy and the possible need to introduce 
a Cumulative Impact Assessment by way of consultation with relevant 
stakeholders.  The results would be brought back to the Committee for 
consideration.

The Senior Practitioner (Licensing) responded to questions from Members in 
particular around streets currently included in the policy and those that were not 
in the policy.  Members agreed that a review was due as the character of the City 
had changed but consideration of the evidence provided by the police was 
important as this would identify what streets should be in the policy or not.

Members were encouraged to put forward their comments as part of the 
consultation. 

Members noted the changes in the legislation and agreed that Officers undertake 
a review of the current Cumulative Impact Policy by the way of consultation with 
relevant parties.

RESOLVED: That the Committee:

1. note the changes in legislation affecting the Council’s special policy 
on Cumulative Impact, contained within the Council’s Statement of 
Licensing Policy; and

2. request Officers to undertake the necessary steps to review the 
current Cumulative Impact Policy, by way of consultation with 
relevant parties.

45 Report of the Worcester City Taxi Forum Meeting 

The Committee received a report on matters discussed at the Worcester City Taxi 
Forum meeting on 1st February 2019.

Members referred to the Committee meeting held last December and the 
attendance by a lot of the trade who had heard about plans for vehicle livery and 
the concerns raised about cross border working.  It was noted that there was no 
reference to any further meeting or discussions about consultation with the trade 
in this report about these matters.  Members were also aware that a meeting 
would be held with the Chairman of the Taxi Association but here has been no 
feedback on this.

The Senior Practitioner (Licensing) stated that he had met with the Chairman of 
the Taxi Association, as indicated in his report, where these matters were 
discussed but not in great detail.  Another meeting was to be scheduled but did 
not happen. 
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The meeting with the Forum had discussed the ongoing engagement with licence 
holders and the Council and Worcestershire Regulatory Services Licensing Officers 
would be looking to improve current communication.  Officers would be exploring 
different methods of communication rather than just sending a letter by post.

RESOLVED: That the Committee note the items discussed at the 
Worcester City Taxi Forum meeting.

46 Reports of Meetings of Sub-Committees 

The Committee received a report on the decisions taken at the meetings of the 
various Licensing Sub-Committees in the period November 2018 – February 2019.

RESOLVED: That the Committee note the decisions taken by the various 
Licensing Sub-Committees.

47 Forward Plan 2018-19 

The Committee noted the forward plan for the period to June 2019.

RESOLVED: That the Committee note the Forward Plan.

48 Any Other Business 

None.

Duration of the meeting: 7.00pm to 8.10pm

Chairman at the meeting on
10th June 2019


